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progressives, owe much of their material and moral
equipment to the mind which first perceived, and
the courage which proclaimed, the necessity of new
measures to meet the impact of the West. Wu Ting-
fang, the suave opportunist; Tang Shao-yi, brilliant
combination of East and West; Liang T'un-yen,
courtly Minister of State and epicurean ; Sun Yat-sen,
professional agitator and dreamer of dreams ; Liang
Ch'i-ch'ao, of the magic pen, patriot and thinker ;
aye, even the swashbucklers of revolution whose lair
is in Japan, such as the late Huang Hsing—all,
in greater or less degree, owe some of their ideals,
and not a few of their realities, to Li Hung-chang.
In all the Yamens of the northern and central pro-
vinces, the mandarins of Young China and Old now
feel the menace of a new burden of alien rule impending
from the East, and realise that there is neither state-
craft nor wise counsel at Peking. Men speak of Li
as of one who was a tower of strength* Indeed, the
lucky star under which he was born would appear
to have followed his course to the Yellow Springs of
Hades, for his posthumous reputation amongst the
masses of the Chinese has undoubtedly been enhanced
by reason of the lack of any strong hand or command-
ing intellect amongst his successors in power to-day.
Li himself believed implicitly in his lucky star.
Like many other men, great in history, who have
risen to unusual heights of fame and power by sheer
force of energy and brains, he preserved to the end
of his days a naive detachment and an apparently
inexhaustible sense of satisfaction concerning his
own success in life, not unmixed with the superstitious
sort of wonder which one observes so frequently in
supermen of his type. For us who study the causes

